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To live, 

To learn, 

To love, 

To laugh, . 

Is that all there is? 


We’re born, 

We live, 

We cry, 

We die, 

Someone has to say good-bye. 


Why do I do? 
Why do I care? 
Why do I love? 
Why do | share? 


Some say you're crazy, 
To give and give; | 
But what do you do 

When you will to live? — 


I live to share 
» To give is my only care. 
~_ If only people knew > 
What I know is true, 
-. Then they might view 
, Life’s answer as I do. 

’ —R. Clapper 
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editorial 


Christian trends at a Slance... | 


The Sacrifice of Praise 


In this Thanksgiving season when our hearts and 
minds are turned toward God in thanks and praise for 
all He has done on our behalf, I think it would be well to 
remind ourselves that this expression of praise should 
pour forth from our very beings continually. My own 
heart was quickened by a prophecy—a call to praise 
and trust, that was recorded in the August 19, 1936 
issue of The Foursquare Crusader. | would like to 
share it with you in hopes that you, too, will be inspired 
and motivated to be full of the Holy Spirit. 

“I, the Lord thy God, have heard your prayers, and be- 
hold, I am waiting to open the windows of heaven and pour 
out a blessing such as you have never had. Open thou thy 
heart’s door wide. Open that I may come in, in all My full- 
ness. Hear ye the Word of the Lord! Behold, I am delighted 
to bless My children when they are ready to receive it. 

“Hearken unto the voice of thy God. What thou doest 
must be done quickly. Behold, soon the day of salvation shall 
pass. I am seeking a people that will worship Me in spirit and 
truth.I will have a people who are one, whose hearts are knit 
together in love. Behold, the Lord, thy God, is love, and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God. 


“Hear ye the Word of the Lord! Behold, soon, those who 
do not trust in Me shall be put to shame and confusion. But, 
they that trust in the Lord shall never be put to confusion, 
but shall have victory over their enemies and shall come off 
more than conquerors through Him that loved them and 
gave Himself for them. Keep under the blood of Jesus, for 


... Arecent national poll shows that over the past 17 years 
the practice of praying before meals has been on a decline. 
Also, Gallup discovered that Americans hold stronger anti- 
alcohol views than people of other nations. Three in ten 
Americans are total abstainers, and nearly half of all Ameri- 
cans disapprove. Yet the U.S. has one of the world’s highest 
rates of alcoholism. (CHRISTIAN LIFE) 


... Partial restoration of Babylon and “reconstruction” of 
the Tower of Babel on its traditional site are being consid- 
ered by the Iraqi government and a university in Japan. 
Proposals call for rebuilding the Ishtar Gate Of Babylon, 
construction of a museum, a research center, and a modern 


traffic system to accommodate tourists. (Church of God 
EVANGEL) 


... Given five years, Israel expects to cancel dependence 
on OPEC oil as its prime source of energy. A switch thrown 
ina 150-kilowatt pilot plant on the shores of the Dead Sea in 
mid-December of 1979 proved that solar power could be 
harnessed to meet the nation’s need. A series of five-mega- 
watt stations to be built here in the next five years will 
convert the Dead Sea to a “Sea of Life,” Energy Minister 
Yitzhak Moda’i has said. (MOODY MONTHLY) 
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outside the blood, there is no life. Therefore, keep under the : 7 


precious blood of Jesus, the Lamb without blemish and 
without spot. 


“Lift up thine eyes unto the Lord thy God and behold the 
wondrous things which thy God hath in store for them that 
trust Him. Lift up your voices in praise and thanksgiving to 
the great and mighty Jehovah, the mighty God which hath 
created all things and who is preparing a place for the people 
whom He hath chosen through His Son, Jesus Christ. Re- 
joice in the Lord and be glad, for behold, the Lord hath 
great tidings for those who rejoice and are glad. Be not 
discouraged or cast down, but rejoice in the Lord, for the 
Lord thy God shall take care of you. Lo, I, thy God, desire 
that you obey My voice and go forth to the battle in My 


strength, and press the battle to the gates of the enemy, andI 


shall cause you to triumph. 

“Hear the Word of the Lord! Soon, great and perilous 
times are to come upon the ungodly. Therefore, warn the 
people of the coming judgment, for it is sure to come. Be- 
hold, there are many mockers and scoffers, but soon they 
will be put to shame, when they see the great wrath of God 


poured out upon the earth. Fear not, My children, none of ~ 
these things shall harm you, for thou shalt be sheltered in — 


My pavilion. Therefore, trust in the living God, and obey 
His voice, for time is very short and you have no time to idle 
away. Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to 
stand. Hear the Word of the Lord! Trust and obey. Offer the 
sacrifice of praise continually with your lips and thou shalt 
be blessed. Be filled with the Holy Spirit, so that it shall 
come forth living rivers of water, that you may be like a well 
of water springing up to everlasting life.” 


... While there are continued reports of openness to the 
gospel in China and evidence that the indigenous church did 
not die during its long separation from western Christians, 
Chinese customs officers have begun to stop foreigners 
from bringing Bibles into the People’s Republic. This new 


curb on Bible distribution comes despite an official policy of ; 


religious tolerance. (Evangelical Newsletter) 


... A remarkable 40 percent of teenagers, or about 10 
million American boys and girls, believe in astrology, accord- 
ing to a recent Gallup study reported in the Princeton Re- 


ligion Research Center's “Emerging Trends.” This percent- 


age is nearly double the percentage of adults who have 
expressed this belief in earlier surveys. (National Commu- 
nications Office Newsletter) 


EDITOR'S NOTE: The International Office is in the process of : 


t 


completing its Heritage file. They are looking for the following — 
issues of the Foursquare World ADVANCE: February, May, — 
June, July/August of 1964 and October of 1971. In addition, — 
they are seeking copies of the 1919, 1921 and 1923 editions of — 
the book ‘This Is That.” If you have any of the above items — 
and are willing to contribute them to the Heritage file, please — 


send to: Heritage File, c/o Dr. Rolf K. McPherson, 1100 — 


Glendale Bivd., Los Angeles, CA 90026. 
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‘Open your Bible 


GOOS WORD 
ABIOES FOREVER 


T wenty-nine years after his conversion, Billy 

Sunday wrote these words about the Guide- 

book which had become his direction-finder 
through life: 

“Twenty-nine years ago, with the Holy Spirit 
as my Guide, I entered at the portico of Genesis, 
walked down the corridor of the Old Testament 

art galleries, where pictures of Noah, Abra- 
ham, Moses, Isaac, Jacob, and Daniel hang on 
‘the wall. I passed into the music-room of the 
Psalms where the Spirit sweeps the keyboard 
_ of nature until it seems that every reed and pipe 
in God's great organ responds to the harp of 
David the sweet singer of Israel. 
“TI entered the chamber of Ecclesiastes, 
_where the voice of the preacher is heard, and 
into the conservatury of the rose of Sharon and 
the lily of the valley where sweet spices filled 


As a comfort for the aged. 
“T have been young, but now am old; yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread” (Psalm 37:25), 


As food for the hungry. 
“... I] have esteemed the words of his mouth more 
than my necessary food” (Job 23:12). “And Jesus 
said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that be- 
lieveth on me shall never thirst’ (John 6:35). 

As water for the thirsty. 
“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O God” (Psalm 42:1). 
“But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I 
shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14). 

As rest for the weary. 
“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31). 

As Light for the heathen. 
‘Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the dark- 
ness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the 
people; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his 
glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles 
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness 
of thy rising” (Isaiah 60:1-3). 
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By Reverend Dennis Elder, 
Pastor in Gastonia, N.C. and 
a new member of the 
Missfonary Cabinet of the 
International Church of the ~ 
Foursquare Gospel. 


and perfumed my life. I entered the business 
- office of Proverbs and on into the observatory 

of the prophets where I saw telescopes of vari- 
_ ous sizes, pointing to far-off events, concentrat- 


As Salvation to the sinner. 
“But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the 
love of God perfected; hereby know we that we 


ing on the bright and morning star which was to 
rise above the moonlit hills of Judea for our 
‘salvation and redemption. 

“I entered the audience-room of the King of 
Kings, catching a vision written by Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. Thence into the corre- 

-spondence-room with Paul, Peter, James, and 

John writing their Epistles. 

_ “I stepped into the throne-room of Revela- 
tion where tower the glittering peaks, where 
_sits the King of Kings upon His throne of glory 


are in him” (1 John 2:5). 
As a means of Christian warfare. 

“For the word that God speaks is alive, and full of 
power, making it active, operative, energizing and 
effective; it is sharper than any two edged sword, 
penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life 
(soul) and (the immortal) spirit, and of joints and 
marrow (that is, of the deepest parts of our nature) 
exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging 
the very thoughts and purposes of the heart’ 
(Hebrews 4:12 Amplified). 


As the means of Creation. 


with the healing of the nations in His hand, and 
“I cried out: 
“All hail the power of Jesus’ Name, 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
- And crown Him Lord of all.” 


GOOS WORD LIVES: 


_ Asa lamp to our feet. 


“Through faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the Word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things which do 
appear” (Hebrews 11:3). 


As the Alpha and Omega. 
“TI am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and the last” (Revelation 22:13). 


“Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven” (Psalm 119:89). 


“T hy Word isa lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path” (Psalm 119:105). 


_As a standard for childhood. 

“Gather me the people together, and I will 
make them hear my words, that they may learn to 

fear me all the days that they shall live upon the 

- earth, and that they may teach their children” 

_ (Deuteronomy 4:10). 

_As a guide for youth. 

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 

youth...” (Ecclesiastes 12:1) 


Generations come and go, but GOD’S 
WORD ABIDES FOREVER. Nations rise and 
fall, but GOD’S WORD ABIDES FOREVER. 
Kings and presidents live and die, but GOD’S 
WORD ABIDES FOREVER. Mocked, de- 
spised, cursed, but GOD’S WORD ABIDES 
FOREVER. Condemned by atheists, but 
GOD’S WORD ABIDES FOREVER. Misun- 
derstood and misquoted, and still GOD’S 
WORD ABIDES FOREVER. 


rouwrswens ADVANCE 3 


As we look to our heritage it is exciting to 
realize that our founder, Aimee Semple 
McPherson, discovered the weapon of spiritual 
warfare—PRAISE! She found that if you want 
the supernatural intervention of God on your 
behalf in a situation, the key that will release it 
is your praise. When we offer God perfect 
praise, directing it into the heavenlies, we bind 
the satanic forces that oppress the human race. 
Then comes deliverance, In this day and age, 
when the spiritual forces of darkness have 
seemingly taken control of our nation, let us 
call to mind and put into practice the lesson 
learned by Sister McPherson many years ago. 
She shares with us even today. 

“The Lord taught me a wonderful lesson some 
time ago, demonstrating the majesty and power of 
praise. I was seated on the rostrum in my tent during 
the evening meeting. Not only was every seat in the 
big tabernacle filled, and crowds standing in the ai- 
sles, but all about the outside of the tent, hundreds 
and hundreds stood closely packed together. It was 
the early days of the meeting and conviction had not 
: yet taken the place of curiosity. Therefore, as a great 

many of the onlookers were unused to any demon- 
stration of the power of God, the very air was filled 
with unbelief, skepticism, scoffing and ridicule. Peo- 
ple would listen as long as we sang—or was it be- 
cause we drowned out their murmurings? But as 

: soon as anyone endeavored to speak, the whisper- 

’ ings and murmurings would begin until another song 
, started. 


heritase 
The Night 
Praise 


Drove Back 
the Enemy 


It was not uncommon for the 
large tent meetings led by Sister 
McPherson to be filled to 
capacity. 


‘As I stood there on the platform with my eyes 
closed, I saw the entire tent surrounded with great 
3. black demons with huge bat-like wings. Each demon 
seemed to stand about ten feet tall and they stood in a 
circle, completely surrounding the tent. They were 
so close together that their wings touched, tip to tip. 
They stood close to the border of the tent, and with 
my eyes still closed, my heart began to cry out, ‘O 
* Lord, what shall I do?’ 

_.. “He spoke to me in such a real way in that calm 
_ undisturbed voice, which those who love the Prince 
~~ # of Peace know so well: ‘Just begin to praise Me. I will 
do the fighting, you do the praising.’ So I began to 
praise Him. ‘Praise the Lord!’ The first time I said it, I 
noticed the demons seemed to tremble. ‘Praise the 
Lord! The second time I shouted it. I am sure my 
voice was heard above every other sound, and I saw 
a each demon take one step backwards away from the 
| tent. ‘Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Praise the 

Lord!’ Each time I said ‘Praise the Lord!’ the demons 

; took another step backwards until I lost all sight of 

rn f them in the distance. ‘Praise the Lord!’ The next time 

a ey I said it, I saw in the distance, a circular band of 

. » angels standing around the tent. ‘Praise the Lord 

ie, get . 2 

“*\y. al praise the Lord!’ Each time I praised Him they took 

Sy one step nearer, another step nearer, still another 

step nearer, til at last, they stood at the very border of 

* the tent. They stood such tall, wonderful looking an- 

gels, with their beautiful white wings spread so wide 

that the wings of each touched, tip to tip, the ones of 

the next angel on the right and left. The Father had 
sent one of His legions of angels to guard the tent. 

“Perhaps not another person in the tent saw the 
vision of this great shining band of angels, yet every- 


rT 


one inside and out must have sensed the presence of 
the divine, for not only did a great peace steal over 
my soul, but the whole audience was hushed. When I 
opened by eyes I could see only the people looking 
with rapt attention, but closing my eyes again I could 
see the angels just as plainly as I could see the peo- 
ple. Is it any wonder that I believe that THE POWER 
OF PRAISE DRIVES BACK THE ENEMY AND 
BRINGS DOWN THE BLESSING.” 

—Aimee Semple McPherson 

May 12, 1936 


By Reverends Ed and Ivy Stanton 
National Directors of Youth Ministries 


should minister the Word. But to suggest that a 
youth minister found his entire youth ministry ~ 
on the Word is almost considered laughable in 
these times of “simply-add-water-and-stir” — 
youth programs. Paul, a fervent church-plan- 
ter, writes to Timothy, a young pastor facing 
fierce first century resistance: “All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful for teaching the 
truth ... so that the man who serves God may 
be fully qualified and equipped to do every — 
kind of good work’ (II Timothy 3:16 NEV). This 
statement contains both a premise and a prom- 
ise. If we are in the Word, we will be fully © 
qualified to do the work of youth ministry. The — 
Word is our equipment. It cannot play a sec- — 
ondary role. 

The Bible is unique. It is different from every 
other book, because it is alive. No other book is. 
Others may be edifying, anointed; they may ~ 
even contain great spiritual truth, but they © 
aren’t living. The Bible is alive because it has 
been breathed upon by the very breath of God. . 
The Word is so much more than just black print 
on white paper. It is alive! 

We share this with an enthusiastic view of 
youth ministry and its relationship to the infal- 
lible Word of truth. We share this with you 
based on a commitment we made six years ago, 
when we covenanted with the Lord that we 
would found our ministry to youth, not on par- — 
ties, activities, Christian rock concerts, person- — 
alities, and not on a list of do’s and don'ts, but, 
solely, completely on the Book. It is with this 
commitment we have written Bible-based, rel- 
evant, teaching resources for youth ministry to 
youth. Studies in the Gospel of Mark, James 
and I John have now been completed and are 
available through Foursquare Publications. We 
charge you to teach the Word to your youth— 
you will see results. 


family focus 


‘A Nation 
Is Just As Strong 
As Its Homes” 


The whole confused, frustrated world is so 
intensely preoccupied with things of time, yet 


~ with an alarming concern about the future. 


Families, which are the building blocks of na- 


- tions, are searching in every area of life for an 
_ answer. Meanwhile, the good, old-fashioned 


book of the Bible, which has endured the rav- 
_ages of time for centuries, still offers the only 


_ dependable solution to all of earth’s woes. 


The clarion call of the unchanging Word of 
the Living God is found in Exodus 12:21: “... 
take you a lamb according to your families. . . .” 


_ The following verses tell the familiar story of 
- the deliverance of the families under the token 


_ of the shed blood of the lamb. Verses 26 and 27 


make the story applicable to all generations: 


“And it shall come to pass, when your children 


shall say unto you, What mean ye by this ser- 
vice? That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the 


_LORD’s passover. . . .’ What a blessed heritage 


is ours when our children shall ask, “What is 


the meaning of the cup and the broken bread of 
the table of Communion?” We too, with thanks- 


giving, can reply “It is the sacrament of the 
~ LORD’s passover,” and tell them the wondrous 


story of redeeming grace. Thereby, showing the 


death of God’s Lamb, for our deliverance, until 


His glorious returning. 


It is said ‘‘a nation is just as strong as its 


-homes’—a meaningful reflection of the 


strength and stability of family life. That is why 
the devil’s end-time target is THE HOME, with 


demonic strategy focused on the collapse of 


old-fashioned family traditions and the close 


ties of family relationships, by the soaring God- 


_dishonoring divorce rates and the tragic plight 
of the innocent victims of broken homes. NOW 


AS NEVER BEFORE MUST OUR CHRIS- 
TIAN HERITAGE STAND AS A BULWARK 


_AGAINST THE WILES OF THE DEVIL. 


Editor’s Note: FAMILY FOCUS will become a reg- 
cular feature in the Foursquare World ADVANCE, 
focusing in on life in the Christian family today. Be 
sure to look forward to the December issue when 
FAMILY FOCUS will share ways to celebrate 


Christmas as a family. 
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The above photograph is a rare and historic 
picture of our Christian heritage. It was taken 
just one hundred years ago, 1880, with my fa- 
ther (marked T. Eade), together with Gypsy 
Smith. They were sent by General Booth as 
evangelists to the nucleus of “The Christian 
Mission,” which later grew in name and num- 
ber, and the blessing of God, to become ‘‘The 
Salvation Army.” 

This living heritage influenced the childhood 
of our own beloved founder, Aimee Semple 
McPherson, whose mother from an early age 
grew in the Christian environment of a Salva- 
tion Army home. 

At the age of seventeen, Aimee Elizabeth 


Kennedy suddenly became convictingly con- # 
scious of her Christian heritage. In surrender- 


ing her life to the Lord Jesus Christ, little did 
she dream that in God’s plan and purpose her 
life would be a channel through whom count- 
less thousands of hearts and homes, directly 


and indirectly throughout the world, would be *% 


blessed by the transforming, saving, healing, 
keeping power of the blessed Trinity. 
How blessed of God is the family with a 


Christian heritage. I give thanks to God for 


Christian parents (shown in the photo wearing 
their seventy year service tokens). It is a family 


heritage of inspiration that lives on through my . 


By Dr. Thompson Eade 
Veteran Minister of the 


Foursquare Gospel Family 


me 


own life to my children and their children’s "ase 


children, loving and serving the Lord with joy 
and thanksgiving. 


According To His Riches 


Humbly and adoringly with Paul “... I bow 
my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is named, That he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man” (Ephesians 3:14-16). What a glori- 
ous heritage—to be named as a family before 
our Father in heaven! Therefore, as a family, 
we stand with unshakeable confidence in the 
glorious promise “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, AND THY 
HOUSE” (Acts 16:31). 
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By Reverend Cliff Hanes 
Pastor, 
Olympia, Washington 


the local church 


hurch 


of the Living Water in Olympia, Washington 


Thanksgiving ts A VOan OF Life 


Giving thanks and walking in praise has be- 
come a way of life for the congregation of The 
Church of Living Water, our Foursquare 
Church in Olympia, Washington. 

The property on which the original Four- 
square Church in Olympia was built con- 
tained an artesian well like those for which 
the area is famous. The present congregation 
felt that the artesian well was symbolic of the 
spiritual “well of water, springing up into 
everlasting life” which was to flow from the 
Foursquare congregation to the Olympia com- 
munity, and so chose the name, “The Church 
of Living Water.” In recent months, the spir- 
itual promise has become concrete reality, as 
“rivers of living water” have flowed in a 
mighty revival in this body of believers. 

In three years, the church’s average Sunday 
morning attendance has grown from 25 to an 
average of 800. In the past year alone, there 
have been over 200 decisions for Christ in the 
services, with many more decisions for the 
Lord occurring as the congregation has 
reached out to neighbors and fellow workers. 
Many from old-line denominations have vis- 
ited the services and been filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and the congregation is also rejoicing 
over miraculous healings. 

The church sanctuary itself is quite small, 
and 3 years ago could seat only 75 people. But 
walls have been ripped out—the hallways 
and kitchen had to go—and now double ser- 
vices and a recent addition facilitate the 
crowd. The fellowship has been able to pur- 
chase three houses and 7 acres adjacent to the 
property, which are now in use as Sunday 
School facilities. The 7 acres had been sched- 
uled to be subdivided, but as the believers 
prayed, God moved on the heart of the con- 
tractor to sell the land to the church instead. 

Pastor Cliff Hanes is a 1975 graduate of 
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L.LEE. Bible College in Los Angeles. Before 
accepting the pastorate of Olympia, he and his 
wife, Mari, served on the pastoral staffs of The 


Siemvwa 


Church On The Way in Van Nuys, California — 


and the Foursquare Church of Beaverton, 
Oregon. From both of these congregations, 


Cliff feels he learned the value of walking in — 


praise and thanksgiving. 


The body of believers which make up the — 


congregation here had to learn to break through 


in praise and worship before we could experi- — 


ence powerful revival, not afterwards. 
So much has been said about the power of 
praise and worship in recent years that I feel 


inadequate to add to what most believers have © 


already heard. But I would like to add that as 


individual believers, we constantly have to — 
learn to put “head knowledge” into practice. ~ 


We can’t just “know” truths, we have to do — 


something with what we know. 


I want to be totally honest and tell you that : 


my wife and I struggled with praise and thanks- 


giving when we first came to Olympia. It was — 


not just the financial situation in the church or — 


any outward situation which squelched praise — 


and worship ... we saw clearly that we were 


“wrestling against flesh and blood.” In the little — 


sanctuary and at times in our own lives, we 


sensed tremendous confrontation with spirits — 
of depression and heaviness. Scripture says we _ 


are wrestling against spiritual forces, and wres- 


tling is a sport which is won only by the under- 


standing of how to apply pressure in the right 
places. The Word teaches us that having hearts 
of thanksgiving and mouths filled with praise is 
truly a pressure tactic on the enemy. Our wres- 


tling becomes effective because we learn how 


to put pressure on Satan, how to resist him so 
that he flees. 


We, by an act of our will, have to learn to 


follow the instructions of Isaiah 61:3. We must 
exchange “... the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness.” This exchange doesn’t stop 
when we feel ourselves growing spiritually, or 
when a church begins to grow. The abiding 
members of this congregation have to con- 
tinually choose thanksgiving as a way of life, 
because there are special “headaches” with a 

_ church that is experiencing rapid growth. Peo- 
ple can say “I’m depressed because I don’t 
know everyone in this church anymore” or “It’s 
so hot and crowded in this building now” —OR 
they can move on in rejoicing in spite of 
obstacles. 


One of the most special things the Lord is 
doing in this congregation is that we are now 
~able to rejoice, and I mean really rejoice, when 
_men and women raise their hands and respond 
to a salvation invitation! And when we an- 
nounce things like a report of healing, or the 

birth of a new baby in one of our families, the 
church is learning how to respond openly with 
great thanksgiving. 

As to my personal reasons for thanksgiving, 
first and foremost is the fact that the fruit of love 
is really manifest in the body. The people here 
are from so many backgrounds, everything 
from Greek Orthodox to Quaker, and without 
the spirit of love “oiling” the parts of the body, it 
just wouldn't be working. If people come into a 

church filled with love, they will stay. And love, 
' like thanksgiving and praise, is something that 
we must constantly contend for. 


‘Duildiné a Christian library 


The following books are recommended by Dr. 
_M.E. Clark, pastor of the Community Four- 
square Church in Charlotte, N.C. Dr. Clark has 
_ served in several pastorates across the country, 

toured as an evangelist, and has taught in three 
Bible Colleges, including MVBC for 10 years. 


: Prayer by Dr. Ole Hallesby, Augsburg Publish- 
ing House, $1.50 paperback. 

_ A Norwegian seminary professor presents a 
few simple rules to help those “fainting in 
“prayer.” After defining prayer, the author, in an 
assured manner of a guide traveling familiar 
_ grounds, leads the reader through such subjects 
_as the difficulties of prayer, the work, misuse, 

forms, and problems of prayer. After he en- 

courages the man wrestling with self, he closes 
by teaching the “great centralizing and unify- 
ing power of a child-like relationship with God 
in prayer.” 


Run to the Roar by Tammy Bakker, New Leaf 
Press, $6.95. 
- Tammy, the wife of PTL President Jim Bak- 
‘ker, tells of her many fears and how she over- 


vail, 


se 2 
ni re 


4 
ta 
way 


As the last days approach, the spiritual attack 
on our minds and emotions will increase, and 
our pressure tactic against the enemy must be — 
continued praise and worship. Satan will whis- 
per to many Christian leaders, ‘You are de- 
pressed” or even “you are cracking up.” We 
must not accept those lies from the one who is 
the father of all lies... we must move on with 
the powerful weapon of THANKSGIVING. ~ 
The words “thank” and “think” come from | 
the same root word. As a denomination, we * 
must set our minds to think on the good things 
of the Lord, on His majesty and dominion, on 
what He has done through our churches in the 
past and WHAT HE WILL DO IN OUR 
CHURCHES IN THE FUTURE. 


Top: This congregation, 
which has learned to walk 
in praise, is rapidly 
outgrowing its facilities and 
therefore, additions are 
being made on the 
sanctuary; The Olympia 
church often meets at 
nearby lakes to joyfully 
baptize new converts. 


came them. She gives the reader a honest look 
at the anxieties developed in her childhood, 
tormenting her during her youth, and haunting 
her in her marriage. The reader is taken into 
her confidence as she reveals problems in her 
relationships, in her marriage, and in her min- 
istry. She shows how God helped her overcome 
those fears and set her free. “Run to the Roar” is 
a helpful and inspiring book. 


Teenage Rebellion by Truman E. Dollar and 
Grace H. Ketterman, M.D., Fleming H. Revell, 
$7.95. 

A Baptist minister and a woman child psy- 
chiatrist combine their talents to explain the 
needs of children from birth through the teen- 
age years. The reshaping of the home from its 
simpler life style of the predepression years of 
the Hoover era to the modern complex society 
of today is analyzed. The roles of the father, 
mother, peers, school and church are examined 
in depth. The hippies, Jesus freaks, and other 
rebel movements are looked into. ‘“Teenage Re- 
bellion” is a thought-provoking study of the 
youth of America and how they got that way. 
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You may purchase 
these books at your 
local Christian 
bookstore. 


The Clapper family from left to right: 
(front) Luella, Jerry, (back) Jon, 
Rodney, and Brent. 


people 


‘‘When Death 
Is Swallowed 
Up In Victory” 


As you read our story about our eldest son 
and brother, we pray that you might be encour- 


aged and know that death is a very real part of 


life. —Jerry, Luella, Brent, Jonathan 

‘We remember a hectic trip from the high desert to 
the City of San Bernardino,” Reverend Jerry Clap- 
per, Rod’s father, reflects. “A premature entry into 
the hospital .. . walking the halls... a ‘Sorry, not yet. 
Go home, it will be several days.’ A return trip home 
only to answer the midnight call and fly a 55 Chevro- 
let back over the 120 miles. Suddenly there was a 
bouncing baby boy who ‘surprised’ everyone. He 
wouldn’t wait. He even entered into this life early. 
He walked, ran, laughed, and did. He struggled, 
tried, and overcame. He wanted to do everything. 
NOW!” 

In grade school Rod took tests to advance quickly. 
He was Little League All-Star Catcher. He was in- 
volved in basketball, football, and volleyball com- 
petition. Winning was always a part of Rodney’s life. 

Rod seemed to have the nack for doing everything. 
From the sixth grade, while others were playing, it 


seemed he was in an intense seminar. He he 
ings in Search and Rescue, Radio Commur 
Desert Survival, Rock Climbing, and Mount 
ing. At the age of 18, he held more ranks in th 
Air Patrol Composite Squadron 84, China Lak 
ifornia than those before him. He was Chief V 
Officer, Cadet Leadership Officer, and he h 
Amelia Earhart and Billy Mitchell Awards. 

While still in high school, Rod attended c 
nity college in the evenings, taking Flight ( 
School courses. At the same time, he took corr 
dence courses from L.I.F.E. Bible College and 
from Moody Institute. In 1976 he was nomin 
West Point. Everything had to be done NC 
even graduated from high school early. 


Two portions of scripture that kept Rodney 
ing on were: “But grow in grace, and in the. 
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
glory both now and for ever” (II Peter 3:18). * 
weak became I as weak, that I might gain they 
am made all things to all men, that I might 
means save some. And this I do for the gospel 
that I might be partaker thereof with you. Ki 


EDITOR’S NOTE: On the cover of this issue 
you read a poem entitled “LIFE” written by 
Rodney Clapper at the age of 22. Rodney wrote 
this poem from his hospital bed while sharing 
his testimony of love and confidence in Jesus 
with his primary registered nurse. She asked 
him to put it in writing. This same nurse later 
recommitted her life to the Lord as Savior. 


As you read the story of the life and death of 
Rodney Clapper, of the victory his family and 
friends have found in the peace of Jesus Christ, 
and of the mighty works our Lord was able to 
accomplish through a yielded vessel, may your 
heart be touched and your own life greatly 
challenged. Words cannot express the many 
areas of my life the Lord has challenged while 
working on this story. I have had to face the fact 
that if I were to be called home today the story 
of my life could not even come close to that of 
Rodney’s. And yet, this article is not written to 
place Rod on a high pedestal, for although his 
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life was unique—it shouldn’t have bee 
you see, we should all possess the 
qualities Rod did. He was dedicated, 
plined, full of love and compassion for « 
committed wholeheartedly to the wor 
calling of Jesus Christ... 

As you read his story, please be rem 
that Jesus was truly “number one” in Roc 
all the time. Jesus is the One to be honor 
the great things Rod accomplished in 
years. Jesus is the One to be praised f 
peace and strength the Clapper fami! 
found in knowing Christ is sufficient. 

Rod continually opened his life up t 
more and more, always willing to be abt 
Father’s business. Be challenged—allo 
Lord to develop in your life the qualitie 
possessed in his. Rod’s dream was that 
Christ would come back quickly and fir 
saints ready. The exciting thing is that ye 
have a part in fulfilling Rod’s dream! 

—PamI 


h school graduation party. 


they which run in a race run all, but one 
h the prize? So run, that ye may obtain’ (I 
ans 9:22-24), 


ved the written Word of God. Probably the 
ked of years as a child were the ones during 
h through sixth grade years. During this time 
active in the Foursquare Cadet program. He 
| the importance of what the program taught, 
it into his life. Later, he became an assistant 
rogram and the first Sunday school class he 
vas the junior age. This was all part of his 
, which began while he was just a young boy. 
other, Luella, shares, “Once, while travel- 
same road to San Bernardino as his father 
veled when Rodney was born, Rod, about 12 
d, turned to me with tears streaming down 
and said, ‘Mother, how are they going to 
ow are all those people who have not heard 
sus going to hear?’ ‘We are going to tell them. 
going to tell them,’ I replied. The song ‘Tell 
ae Crouch expresses so well where 
and how much he cared and shared.” 
that point, Rod was aware that God was 
vith him and calling him to a very specific 
inisty He was learning to listen, hear, and 
ae voice of the Lord and to pursue the in- 
s given by Him. Throughout his lifetime, he 
ays making a choice to serve Jesus. The Lord 
aring Rod all through his young life. Even in 
childhood, he would view himself as a war- 
ing himself right alongside his hero of the 
avid. He accepted the Lord at home beside 
hen he was five years old and was filled 
Holy Spirit at Cadet Camp when he was 
us was very real to Rod; it was a unique 
ip. 
e of his intense desire to be a pilot since age 
rked at flying and was able to take his first 
t at age 17 on a single engine plane. From 
earned his private license with ratings in 
nt and Commercial, and was only one test 
m his Instructorship. 
yell-disciplined and having a great love for 
a deep desire for others to know Him the 
id, Rod, because of a call when he was eight, 
nis accomplishments in the Word and his 
ogether and checked into the requirements 
ish pilot for Wycliffe or J.A.A.R.S. 
id equipped Rod for all sorts of situations in 
gave everything he had into preparing for 
. The songs “I’m Gonna Keep on Sing- 
Andrae Crouch and “If I Were a Singer” by 
mp were Rodney’s heartbeat. 


Plans Interrupted 
iney’s plans for the future were interrupted 
he age of 20 he discovered he had Ewings 
a bone cancer that had developed in his 
arted with a series of pains, then numbness 
ht leg. After several doctors and examina- 
as diagnosed by his neurosurgeon as a tu- 
ne spinal column. His parents were told it 
ything to worry about; only to learn after 
first surgery (Lumbar Laminectomy on 
41, 1978) that he had cancer. They removed 
ncer they could by scraping the spinal col- 
removing vertebrae. This should have 
ll his abdominal organs; however, never 


once did the cancer ever enter or cause problems in 
those areas. 


“After discovering Rod had cancer, I went back to 


the church where we were pastoring with the | 
thought that this wasn’t fair,” explains Jerry. “But | 


then the Lord reminded me of the time we had dedi- 
cated Rod to Him even before his birth and again 


when he was just days old. We gave him to the Lord | 


for whatever He saw for him to be or do. I was re 


minded Rod was not mine, but God’s. Therefore, I | 


just committed him again to the Lord. It was a thing 


where we trusted the Lord with him. It has been our @ 


belief that God is more able than we. 


“It’s not fair!”’ 

“As a father, aware of the sacrifices Rod made to 
obtain his goals, my first reaction to the diagnosis of 
cancer was, ‘It’s not fair.’ The immediate surgery 
Rodney encountered was, by every standard opin- 
ion, an immediate end to the lifestyle he planned. 
Spiritually speaking, becoming a bush pilot was not a 
bad plan. To lose that, after all the sacrifice and dedi- 
cation it took to accumulate 300+ flying hours and 
pilot ratings before his 21st birthday, was not fair. 
That one conclusion was a two year debate. We 
know that life isn’t necessarily fair, but inwardly we 
hope ‘God will make it fair.’ ” 

After his first surgery, Rod received a series of 
chemotherapy (adriamycin and vincristine) and ra- 
diation treatments. Due to the instability of the spine 
from surgery and collapse of the radiated bone, he 
was returned to surgery on September 23, 1978 for a 
spine effusion with a Harrington Rod to stabilize the 
spine. Rod was not expected to live through the sur- 
gery. If he did, he could be paralyzed from the waist 
down. The Lord not only permitted him to live 
through the surgery, but also kept the paralysis from 
setting in. A back brace, wheelchair, and cane were 
his physical companions, but he never became bitter 
or complained about what was happening. 

“Ours has always been a close family,” relates 
Luella. ‘‘Rod’s illness was no different. We went 
through it together. Our confidence in God grew in 
the two years that followed as we experienced His 
peace, comfort, and wisdom. We realized that God 
was adequate for anything we would face. 

“Crisis after crisis followed. He had Pneumaceptis 
Pneumonia twice (and lived through it, much to the 
amazement of the medical staff), infection, pain, and 
always the awareness that he bore a cancerous pos- 
sibility in his physical body. But he never entered 
remission. The sustaining joy and peace, and the 
confidence of the Lord’s adequacy sustained him 
and encouraged us. He taught us to suffer with trust 
in Jesus. When you're a disciplined person, as Rod 
was, there is a price to pay. In the natural, Rod’s price 
was high.” 

Luella continues “Meanwhile, the Lord had been 
preparing me for a number of months prior to the 
news that Rod had cancer. During the summer of 
1977, the Lord woke me up during the night and 
shared with me that there was something traumatic 
going to happen to Rod. Immediately I thought it 
would have something to do with his flying. From 
that point on the Lord began to do things in my life, to 
place a strength there that I had never known in my 
whole Christian walk. He was helping me to know 
that I could stand—not in my own strength or in the 
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Top: Following his first surgery a 
cane, wheelchair, and back brace 
became Rod's physical companions. 
This photo of the three boys was 
taken almost 20 years ago (1961), at 
which time Rod was not even aware 
of the great ministry the Lord had 
prepared for him. 


strength of my husband or my past Christian home— 
but I was literally standing with Jesus. 

“On the day of Rodney’s first surgery, there began 
within me a confidence in what the Lord had pre- 
pared me for before learning he had cancer. I took 
Psalm 91 and I John 5:14-15 literally. ‘And this is the 
confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any 
thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we 
know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions that we desired of him’ (I 
John 5:14-15). 

A Time for Tears 

“Sitting with Rod, caring for him, being with him 
day and night, taught me so very much. It taught me 
about pain and trust, youth and maturity, life and 
death, about knowing and experiencing. It taught me 
how to be prepared to die—to face death, possible 
suffering, and the unknown. I learned how to walk in 
darkness with my eyes wide open and to see His light 


“He was willing to listen to my ideas and opinions. 
He made me feel important.” 


Something Is Different : 


Rod was constantly sharing the Word and music. 
He loved to play his guitar, write songs, and he : 
enjoyed sharing with his family and host of 
friends. Rod held Bible studies in the living room - 
of the Clapper home. His enthusiasm and con- 


fidence in the Word brought the students back | 


week after week. Even after he became so ill he. 
had to teach from his bed, he didn’t stop. The Word 
had to be taught! NOW! 


While in the hospital, nurses’ lives were re-_ 
stored to wholeness. They often spoke of the 
uniqueness of Rod’s attitude, and of the atmo- | 
sphere in his room. “Something very different | 
about it,” they'd say. They would often come to 


hear him share of his confidence and relationship | 


with his Lord. Two in particular shared with his 
mother, “Mrs. Clapper, we are sorry that your | 


son’s life has to lay and go through what it is going 
through and that he literally is giving his life for us. 
He has been the light in this place, directing us 
straight to God.” 


Rodney accepted that, knowing that the Lord _ 


' 


had him there for a purpose. He would never just _ 
walk through an experience, but always knew 


God was directing his step, and he would make the — 


best of it. He didn’t waste time; even in the last 


weeks he made himself available to share Jesus. 
In his short life, there were three very definite 
things the Lord had shown Rod. First was that in- 
spite of all the money, education, and time spent 
on his flying, he’d not see the fruit of it. Second was 
that he would never marry. He was engaged be- — 
fore his first surgery, but released her not knowing 


through it. It’s far from easy. As a mother, it nearly 
killed me to see my son hurt, experience disappoint- 
ment, and see life’s dreams shattered. There was lots 
of time for introspect, lots of tears, lots of searching 
the Word for hope and to find “... it is well’ even 
though prayers were seemingly unanswered. But all 


Above right: Since age two, Rod 
possessed an intense desire to 
be a pilot—at age 17 he 
experienced his first solo flight; 
Rod’s list of accomplishments 
in the Civil Air Patrol is 
outstanding. 


: 
: 


the time there was a quiet confidence. We’d known 
and experienced miracles, healing, and provision. 
We knew our God was adequate for Rod’s cancer.” 

Everything was unique about Rodney. He never 
became bitter about his failing health, He carried his 
load with a smile and was always concerned about 
his family. He talked about death often and wanted 
to know if they would be able to handle it. He did not 
want his death to divide his natural or his church 
family. 

Rod taught the College/Career class at the West 
Lane Foursquare Church in Stockton, California. He 
left them with a fantastic awareness that he loved 
them. Like a father, he cared deeply for them. Today, 
they share their thoughts and impressions: 


“His openness, if you will, brought a calm friend- 
ship ... I could see the love he had for me in his 
eyes and responded to it. He became my brother.” 


“He taught his class with eagerness and anticipa- 
tion. He always knew what he was talking about, 
and he vibrated knowledge. He made you inter- 
ested and curious.” 


“He had hope, an attitude of not giving up no mat- 
ter what happened, that encouraged me.” 


“... IT saw someone whose heart really leaned to- 
ward God, a man who had a desire to make his life 
count... for the Kingdom of God.” 
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his immediate future. The third was that he was 
going to die young. Yet, in spite of knowing these 


things, the same thrust and thirst for life’s fulfill- 


ment remained. Truly, Jesus was Lord of all of his 
possessions and his life. NOW! 


Number One 


Rod’s brother, Brent, age 21, had a struggle with 
the reality of Rod’s illness at first. After all, Rod 
was the one who was always prepared for every- 
thing and had it made in so many areas of life. 
Whatever Rodney went after, he got. 

“After working on this for some time,” Brent 
shares, “I went out into the adjoining field near 
the church and yelled at God for one solid hour for 
his seeming unfairness. I aired out everything I 
had to say or think about Rod’s present situation, 
and God came back to me with a greater measure 
of peace and strength.” 

After Rod’s death, Brent said, “He was always 
the first; first to jab his knife into the peanut butter 
because he wanted to be Number 1, and now he is 
first in heaven, too. He beat us, but not for long! 
Praise God.” From that point, Brent was able to 
rejoice that Rod was no longer in pain, he was 
complete in Jesus and home where he belonged. 

Jonathan, Rod’s youngest brother at 19, re- 
veals, ‘‘Rod was one who seemed prepared for 
anything, even his illness. He was a deep thinker 
and when he spoke one wanted to listen. He was 
inquisitive. Because of that he gained a vast 


— | 
+ 
t 


amount of knowledge on a variety of subjects. I 
remember him as one who taught with authority as 
he allowed the Holy Spirit to make everything he 
taught part of his own life. 


“T believe the hardest thing for me was to accept 
Rod’s death as a victory instead of a defeat. At first 
I saw his death as ‘What happened God... Where 
did You go?’ I wondered if this was a punishment 
for me or my family for something we had done 
wrong. But as time passed and I began praying, 
reading the Word, and sharing with different fam- 
ily members, I began to see his death as victory. 
Rod has gone on to that final fulfillment of life. We 
live to die and to see our Lord. Although some of us 
may not have to die, Rod did. I think his death was 
probably the greatest sermon he could ever have 
preached. He has reached more people through 
his illness and death than he quite possibly ever 
could have with any other thing, his flying or any 
sermon in any church.” 

Just Before Dawn 

_ So, at 22, Rod quickly pressed through and en- 
tered into the fullness of that which was his—His 
IFE. “According to my earnest expectation and 
my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but 
hat with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ 
shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by 
jife, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain” (Philippians 1:20-21). 

_ Rod’s family had the opportunity to see him pass 
from death unto life. His father recalls, ‘‘We had 
1e privilege to be with Rodney in the hospital on 
Easter Sunday morning, April 6, 1980, and to par- 
take of communion as a complete family. At about 
8 a.m., Rod, although in great pain, was deter- 
mined to sit up in a chair and have communion 
because the symbolism of the elements was so 
ery special to him; rejoicing in the victory of the 
blood and the body which was broken for us. 

- “Atnoon he closed his eyes and tried not to open 
hem again. The pain was getting very intense and 
his breathing was becoming difficult. The cancer 
had now spread in solid mass to both lungs and a 
tumor had formed in his jaw. I did not see him 
open his eyes again from noon on Sunday until a 
little after 6:00 Monday morning. 

_ “Just before 6:00, I shared with Rod, ‘It looks like 
the dawning of a new day.’ From that moment on, 
‘odney began to have a very rapid awareness that 
life here was slipping away. Then, just a few mo- 
ments after 6:00, Rodney opened his eyes and 
looked above the door which came into his room 
from the hall. His eyes came down at an angle 
across the room toward the foot of his bed, where 
his brother and mother stood, and stopped. Imme- 
diately you could see the transition. Rodney had 
rust left. He had vacated his body, the house was 
empty. The Rodney we knew had moved out. The 
physical body was there, but the temple of the 
Holy Spirit was now vacant! 

“After Rodney's death I had to begin dealing 
with that now present void which required an 
ypenness in our family that it was permissable to 
sry. Not to cry from rejection of the fact that the 
Rodney we knew was gone, nor from remorse or 
anger, but as the Spirit later through His Word, 
brought peace, even though life is not fair. But, 


now I know ‘His peace is the umpire in the unfair 
events of life.’ In Colossians 3:15 the Apostle Paul 
wrote, ‘And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts. . .’ As of Wednesday, April 9, I knew every 
trial in our life was bearable when God speaks. I 
needed to realize God has peace available for our 
lives and I could choose to let God’s peace rule in 
my heart. Each of us could have become upset, 
aggravated, begrudging, and complaining, but in- 
stead we chose to allow the peace of God to rule in 
our hearts. NOW!” 

The very same confidence Rod shared with his 
Jewish doctor—that the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob was his healer and sustainer, is avail- 
able to all. Experience does teach. Rod didn't fail 
by choosing heaven and his heavenly Father. He 
graduated from David to Timothy and finally to 
the Apostle Paul’s testimony, ‘For to me to live is 
Christ, but to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). 

If Rodney could speak to each of us personally 
today, it has been said that he would share the 
following: “It is time to rejoice. It’s time to begin to 
enjoy this life in spite of the things you hear and 
see. It's time to lift up your voices and begin to 
shout the Name of Jesus Christ. Begin to walk in 
the Spirit and believe that virtually there is noth- 
ing impossible even while you're a human being.” 


“‘] live to share...” 

In conclusion, Rod’s mother shares, ‘Even 
though Rodney’s life was cut short by cancer at the 
age of 22, he was known asa young man who lived 
a full life in spite of the lack of chronological years. 
God has a purpose for every life and our task in 
this world is to fulfil] that purpose. It may take 10 
years or it may take 60 years, but the important 
thing is not how long we live but how well. Rod 
discovered that secret of how to achieve his full 
potential for living. Because of that discovery, he 
had a fulfilled, purposeful life ... and from that, 
we as a family, and others, have dealt with this. 
Everyday we hear of others who have determined 
to find purpose and fulfillment in Jesus at all 
costs.” 

Today, think about making the words of Rod’s 
poem a motto for your life—“‘I live to share, to give 
is my only care.” If you are experiencing impossi- 
ble situations, allow the peace of God to rule in 
your heart as the Clappers have learned to do. 

Note: Reverend and Mrs. Jerry Clapper are As- 
sociate Pastor and Christian Education Director at 
West Lane Foursquare Church in Stockton, Cal- 
ifornia. If you wish to contact the family to dis- 
cover more about the peace they have found in 
Jesus, you may write them: Rev. & Mrs. Jerry D. 
Clapper, 1301 Wrangler Circle, Stockton, CA 
95209. 
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He dedicated his time and 
efforts to sharing the love of 
Christ with all those he 
touched; Rod’s promise 
portrayed in this drawing was 
fulfilled as his family had the 
blessed opportunity to see Rod’s 
transition from death unto life. 


The discipleship groups 
of Honduras at study and 
then sharing what they 
have learned with those 
who have not heard the 
Gospel message. 


international updat 


DATE 


LINE: South Pacific 


Sri Lanka, Ceylon (Richard and 
Betty Kiser)—There have been 
great breakthroughs in Trincomalee, 
which has been a stronghold of the 
enemy. New Bible study groups are 
being opened up, existing Bible 
study groups are growing, many are 
being added to the family of God, 
and there have been many miracle 
healings. Praise the Lord for this 
work, as there is much Hindu and 
Buddhist influence in this area. 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR SRI 
LANKA: Pray that the oppression 
from the Buddhist and Hindu influ- 
ence will continue to be broken, and 
that the Lord will continue to 
strengthen the work being done 
there. 


DATE 
LINE: Asia 


India (Thomas and Susan Kutty)— 
The ministry in India is being blessed 
by the Lord, as many Bibles and 
tracts are being handed out and 
read by the people! There are re- 
ports of people turning their lives 
over to the Lord in areas where the 
people previously would not listen. 
PRAYER FOCUS FOR INDIA: 
There is much fear among the peo- 
ple that they will lose their family 
and income if they publicly acknowl- 
edge that Jesus is their Savior. 
Please pray that the Lord will free 
the people of this fear and that the 
Lord will continue to bless this work. 


DATE 
LINE: Latin America 
Honduras (Mike and Sue Weil- 
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ein)\—A few months ago, mission- 
ary Mike Weilein and a discipleship 
group held the first missionary con- 
ference in the town of San Francisco 
Yojoa. They had a wonderful, en- 
riching time as the discipleship 
group was able to minister to the 
people in that area. This conference 
was the first of a series of con- 


ferences that the Weileins and the: 


discipleship group will be holding 
throughout the country of Honduras. 
Truly, God is opening new doors of 
ministry to His people. 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR HON- 

DURAS: Pray the Lord will continue 
to use and strengthen the disciple- 
ship group in this new ministry 
endeavor. 
Brazil (George and Jane Faulk- 
ner)— There have been many water 
baptisms, baptisms in the Holy 
Spirit, deliverances, and healings re- 
ported in Brazil. The following are 
just a few of the many wonderful 
testimonies of the work the Lord is 
doing in this country. 

Joao Emilio, pastor of one of the 
new works in the city of Sao Paulo, 
shares the story of the conversion of 
an entire family. One year, Joao 
held a seven day evangelistic meet- 
ing in Caixias do Sul, where he gave 
the testimony of several people who 
had been delivered from demon 
power and healed of various dis- 
eases. A rich and influential man, 
who attended one of the meetings, 
asked Joao to come to his home. 
The following morning, the man took 
him to his beautiful home in an ex- 
Clusive part of the city. Upon enter- 
ing the home, Joao felt the presence 


of the power of the enemy and 
asked the man’s permission to pray 
throughout the home. The man gave | 
his consent, and Joao went through 

every room claiming victory over 

the power of the enemy in the Name | 
of Jesus. The man’s wife, who was » 
in the last room they entered, was 
dying of cancer. Joao prayed over | 
the woman, asking for deliverance 
from the cancer. She sat up and be- | 
gan to talk-for the first time in days. 
The man shared that his daughter | 
was a prostitute and his son was 
serving a 30 year sentence for a 
murder that he did not commit. The | 
best lawyers had not been able to 

get his son pardoned. | 


One year later, Joao returned to_ 
Caixias do Sul for another cam-— 
paign. Just as he was starting to 
preach, four people came forward. 
A man in the group said, ‘“You may 
not remember me, but you went to 
my house a year ago, cast out the 
demons, and prayed for my wife. 
This is my wife who is healed. This is 
my daughter, and this fellow is my 
son, who has been pardoned and 
freed from prison. Better yet, we are 
all converted and serving the Lord!”’ 

Another exciting healing and de- 
liverance took place when a couple 
brought their 12 year old son, who 
would not eat anything, to a church 
were George Faulkner was speak- 
ing. George talked to the family for 
awhile, and then prayed for the boy 
and rebuked the enemy. The next 
day, the entire family came into the 
office and told George that as soon 
as they got to the street in front of 
the church, the boy asked for some- 
thing to eat. He had been healed! 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR BRAZIL: 
Pray the revival that is going on in 


Dr. John Firth sharing 
with new believers in 


aaa Bogota, Colombia. 


Brazil will continue and as a result 
that the Lord’s work will grow. 


Colombia (John and Jean Firth) — 
Much is occurring in Bogota, Colom- 
bia, as one can see from the growth 
reports. In six years, the number of 
pastors in this district has grown 
from 2 to 22. Also, there are now 16 
Foursquare churches in Bogota and 
over 100 congregations. 

In Tumaco, Colombia, a sister 
named Wesiher was having meet- 
ings in her home to share the Gospel 
with women who were mostly ‘‘soci- 
ety women.”’ One lady with whom 
Westher tried to share the Gospel 
turned against her and tried to talk 
the other women out of attending 
the meetings in Westher’s home. 
Sometime later, the home of the 
lady who rejected the Gospel broke 
up. Brokenheartedly, she sought 
Westher for help. In response, West- 
her lovingly took her to church, and 
during the service the lady surren- 
dered her life to the Lord. Praise 
God! 


~ Many other conversions, mira- 
istrict 
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cles, and healings have taken place 
in Colombia. For example, one 
woman, who is the wife of a promi- 
nent official, attended one of the 
meetings out of curiosity. At the 
meeting, the Lord really worked on 
this woman's teeth, with which she 
had been having difficulty. She was 
amazed, wept her way to Calvary, 
and since that time has been wit- 
nessing among her people. 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR COLOM- 
BIA: First, pray the Lord will con- 
tinue to multiply the churches and 
congregations in Colombia until His 
Name is known in all regions, cities, 
and towns throughout this nation; 
and that the Lord will send laborers 
to Colombia for His harvest. Sec- 
ondly, our brothers and sisters in 
Colombia have asked that we pray 
especially for the city of Tumaco, 
which is the city where Westher 
lives. There are new works started 
in this city, which was heavily 
damaged by an earthquake last 
December. 


DATE 
LINE: Europe 
England (Chris and Denice 


Davies)—Outstanding growth has 
been evidenced in England as 
whole families are receiving Jesus 
as Savior. In addition to the tripled 
attendance at the Bible studies and 
meetings, there have been many 
new converts and healings. Chris 
and Denice are praising the Lord for 
His goodness to them and to the 
people of England. 

Clare, a young girl who is a be- 
liever, slipped as she was climbing 
into a milk van just as it began to 
move. Her foot was run over by one 
of the front wheels. The Davies hap- 


pened to be on the next street when 
this occurred, and were therefore 
able to pray with Clare and her par- 
ents, who had just received Jesus 
as Lord a few days before. After 
prayer, Clare was taken to the hos- 
pital. X-rays showed that the only 
thing wrong with her foot was a bad 
bruise and possible sprain. The next 
day, Clare was walking around with 
no ill effects whatsoever. This young 
girl testifies that when she received 
prayer at the scene of the accident, 
all the pain in her foot disappeared 
and has not returned. 

Chris and Denice have reported 
that it is the testimonies of the be- 
lievers to their relatives, friends, 
neighbors, and fellow-workers that 
are witnessing to and touching the 
hearts of the people. The body is 
growing as a result of the love that is 
manifested in the people and as a 
result of response to God’s Word. 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR ENG- 
LAND: Chris and Denice have 
asked that we pray the Lord will 
continue to give them wisdom. Also 
pray that the Lord will continue to 
bless the work in England and 
strengthen His Body in that nation. 


You Are Invited! 


“Sharing the Vision” 
1981 International Convention 
“Sharing the Vision”’ will be the theme 
of the 1981 Convention of the 
International Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel, which will take place April 22- 
28. Plans for the convention, which will 
be held at the Charlotte, North Carolina 
Civic Center, are in full swing. For further 
information, you may contact Rev. 
Glenn. C. Burris, Convention Chairman, 
at P. O. Box 340, Harrisburg, N.C. 
28075. 
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Discussing the 
scriptures with one 
another is 
encouraged at the 
center; Youth enjoying 
one of the many 
activities at ‘Sharing 
the Way.” 


Community Concern: 


“Sharing the Way” — 
Reaching Out to Young People 

. Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled’”’ (Luke 
14:23). 

Fulfilling this command is “Sharing the 
Way,” a Christian youth center which 
provides various activities for the young 
people of Vinita, Oklahoma. Rev. 
Ronnie Moore, pastor of the White Oak 
Foursquare Church in Vinita, is the 


founder and director of this ministry. 

The ministry began approximately 
one and a half years ago with a handful 
of people who had a burning desire to 
reach the youth of Vinita, OK with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. They started by 
meeting regularly in various homes, 
praying and studying the Word of God, 
followed by taking the love of Jesus to 
the streets of Vinita. 

In July, 1979, the ministry moved into 
its first building, where it remained for 
five months. During that time, those 
involved in the ministry learned a great 
deal as the Lord taught them and 
prepared them for growth. Rev. Moore 
shares, ‘Then, in November, 1979, as 
we were seeking the Lord’s will for the | 
ministry, the door was opened for us to 
move into our present location. Sincé 
that time, the ministry has expanded in 
many directions and is now a full scale 
outreach center which is sharing the 
love of Jesus with literally thousands.” 

“Sharing the Way”’ shares Jesus in a 
number of ways. It sponsors a weekly 
radio program which can be heard on a 
local radio station every Saturday at 
1:00 p.m. The program is hosted by 
Chuck Tarr, co-director of the ministry, 
and features the best in contemporary 
Christian music. The jail ministry is 
booming, as many lives have been 
changed by the power of God. On 
Thursday nights, there is a Bible study at 
the youth center, with Friday and ~ 
Saturday evenings opened for 
recreation and outreach. The center 
also sponsors gospel movies and 
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concerts. In addition, witnessing teams 
spread the gospel message on the 
streets, in the parks, or wherever there 
are people who need to know God's 
love. As one boy put it, “Nobody ever 
really told us about Jesus until ‘Sharing 
the Way’ was here!” 

The name ‘Sharing the Way”’ is 
chosen from John 14:6 where Jesus 
said, ‘‘.../am the way, the truth, and 
the life... ’’ Indeed, this ministry is 
sharing the way as over 100 young 
people have been born into the kingdom 
of God within the last year. In addition, 
over 50 have been filled with the Holy 
Spirit and many personal needs have 
been met, as well. The ministry of 
“Sharing the Way’’ is to win the lost and 
then train them to reach others. 


Foursquare Men’s Ministries 
Mission Assist Work Teams 

The third mission assist work team, 
planned by Foursquare Men’s Ministries 
in cooperation with Foursquare Missions 
International and sponsored by local 


Foursquare churches, left for Costa Rica 
in August. The nine men, headed by Bill 
Brandt, spent the next two weeks 
assisting missionary James Walker in 
the construction of a three story 
Christian education building at the main 
church:in San Jose. The team included 
six men from Angelus Temple, two from 
the Omaha, Nebraska Foursquare 
Church, and one from the Burbank, 
California Foursquare Church. 

Prior to that, a team of three couples 
and three men flew to Honduras during 
the month of April to work for two 
weeks with missionary Dean Truett on a 
combined youth camp and boys’ ranch. 
The team assisted in the construction of 
the main dining room and meeting 
place, in addition to working on the road 
which leads to the 32 acres of prime 
land only 30 minutes from Tegucigalpa. 
Bill Angel, team leader, reported that it 
was especially gratifying to work side by 
side with the missionaries and fellow 
Christians, and to share in their vision of 
reaching the lost of our Lord. When 
completed, the boys’ ranch in Honduras 
will house boys, ages 5-12, who 
presently sleep in cardboard boxes 
because they have no family or home. 

In August of 1979, the first work team 
left the United States to assist 
Foursquare missionaries, Nine men and 


inside our Foursquare family 


a cook spent two weeks in the jungles 
of Panama in the little community of 
Penonome. The project was a dining 
hall—the second of several buildings to 
be erected for a youth camp and 


ministers’ conference grounds. Thrilling - 


testimonies resulted from both the 
Panamanians and Americans. The 
churches who sponsored the trip 
(Burbank, CA; El Monte, CA; La Puente, 
CA; Santa Fe Springs, CA; and Omaha, 
NB) were also touched by the ministry 
of these men. 

All who have been involved in the 
mission assist work teams were excited 


and thrilled with the opportunity offered — 


them to go directly to the mission field 


and see firsthand the tremendous work 


being accomplished by Foursquare 
missions. 

Foursquare Men’s Ministries would 
like to inspire Foursquare men 
everywhere to accept the challenge and 
join a work team on the mission field. 

For more information please write to: 
Foursquare Men’s Ministries, 1100 
Glendale Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 
90026. 


Church: 


Ethnic Groups Being Reached On 
Southern California District 

~ God is responding to the prayers of 
Southern California District Supervisor 


and Mrs. Paul E. Jones, as well as those — 
| 


of ministers across the district. Several 
have been praying that the Holy Spirit 


would help them to reach many ethnic 
groups in the Southern California area. _ 


Recently, three new Hispanic 


churches have been brought into being — 
in the Los Angeles area, making a total — q 


of 22 Hispanic churches. The new ones — 
include the Buen Samaritano 
Foursquare Church in Pacoima pastored 
by Rev. and Mrs. Eliso Jovel; the 
Misionera Foursquare Church in 
downtown Los Angeles pastored by 
Rev. and Mrs. Eddie Ventura; and the 
Templo DeEsperanza Foursquare 
Church in Glendale pastored by Rev. . 
and Mrs. David Stone. 

In addition, a second Korean church — 


of thirty believers has been birthed. 


Each of these are thriving new ministries - 


with conversions transpiring regularly. 
The pastors of these churches are 


: 


greatly encouraged! , 


Raymond Cox 
urrent 
events comments 


“Jerusalem’’ means city of peace, but through 
long centuries Jerusalem has rarely, if ever, lived up 
to its name. Most often it has been a city not of 
concord, but rather of contention, conflict, or car- 
nage. But such is exactly what the Bible has proph- 
esied would be the case, particularly with refer- 
ence to its Jewish connection. Jesus déclared, *. . . 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down (under the heel 
of — Moffatt) of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
‘Gentiles be fulfilled’ (Luke 21:24). 

- Between 1948, when Israel resurrected as a na- 
tion, and 1967 many scholars imagined that if Israel 
could occupy all Jerusalem, that would signal fulfill- 
ment of the times of the Gentiles. In June 1967, 


porary euphoria seized some prophetic buffs. But 
reunited Jerusalem did not then cease to be trod- 
den down of Gentile nations. Actually, the pres- 
sure of world powers against Jerusalem got worse, 
not better. And it keeps getting worse as oppres- 
sions multiply. 

In my teaching series, ‘“History—Rerun of 
Prophecy,” | document a dozen or so contempo- 
fary circumstances whereby Jerusalem remains 
trodden down. One of the most significant is the 
refusal by Gentile nations to recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel. This was true even before 
the Six Day War while East Jerusalem was oc- 
cupied by the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. ‘Only 
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Jewish forces captured East Jerusalem, and a tem-. 


a handful of relatively minor nations located their 
embassies in West Jerusalem, which reborn Israel 
proclaimed as its capital in 1948. All major powers, | 
including the United States, claimed Tel Aviv to be 
Israel’s capital city and thus maintain embassies 
there. It is as if the French, British, and Russians — 


refused to recognize Washington, D.C. as Amer- | 


ica’s capital and located their embassies in New 
York City, which was the first capital of the United 
States. That state of affairs regarding Jerusalem 
certainly constitutes Gentile oppression of 
Jerusalem. 


In August 1980, Israel’s parliament reaffirmed 
the 1967 reuniting of East and West Jerusalem and 
proclaimed the whole city as Israel’s “undivided 
and eternal capital.” Immediately the United Na- 
tions Security Council passed a unanimous (al- 
though a few countries, including the United 
States, abstained) resolution which condemned Is- 
rael, asserting Jerusalem is not the legal capital of 
the Jewish State, and demanding that all nations 
maintaining embassies in Jerusalem remove them 
from the city. Most of those countries have 
complied. 


Thus the world again sees a dramatic fulfillment 
and intensification of Jesus’ prophecy, as the 
United Nations gang up on Jerusalem once more. 
However, eventually, according to Isaiah 2:2-4, 
the United Nations will move to Jerusalem, or if 
that is too strong a statement, we may say that 
Jesus will unite the nations from Jerusalem. Mean- 
while, Jerusalem’s trauma must continue until the 
Prince of Peace comes to reign in the City of Peace. 
Jerusalem has never been the capital of an inde- 
pendent state in Palestine other than Israel, but 
Jesus will make it capital of the world! 


letiers 


Please find enclosed $5.00 toward the neces- 
sary and real interesting Foursquare World Ad- 
vance. I appreciate the many articles and 
pictures. Thank you for sending it here. God 
bless you. M. M. 


Please find check for $5.00 as a donation. 
Please continue your fine Advance publication. 
Sister McPherson’s Foursquare Crusader 
weekly paper was instrumental in my salvation 
for soul and healing for my body in 1928.... 
Keep on sending out your great paper in the 
service of the King, as did Sister McPherson 
who surely magnified Jesus. oe 


I still enjoy receiving and reading all the 
wonderful things in this little magazine. In ap- 
preciation please accept this small gift and use 
it to continue distributing or printing “Ad- 
vance.” Again, thanks for the joy “Advance” 
has brought to me. M. Y. 
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45 OVERSEAS BIBLE SCHOOLS 
APPRECIATE YOUR GIFT 


A special missions offering will be received on November 30th to support 
classroom furnishings, audio/visual equipment, and other study materials 


the work of Foursquare Bible Colleges in other countries. Textbooks, 


= are needed to adequately prepare men and women for ministry. 
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cae On November 30th, join with others in helping to support the work of 
puma training qualified ministers either by giving to the special fifth Sunday 
“ims offering received where you worship or by sending a check to: 
FOURSQUARE WORLDWIDE MISSIONS 

1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90026 
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